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Elsworth Pre-School
Half term roundup 

Welcome to the first half term update of this academic year. What an amazing few weeks we have had! The 
children have grown so much in confidence in such a short period of time and have made really strong friendship 
bonds with one another. We have had a fun and very productive start to the term. We look forward to the rest 
of the term!

Tel: 01954 268050
elsworthpreschool@hotmail.com 

We have utilised the outside facilities at the school to 
support our exploration of the changing season. We have 
collected leaves of all shapes and colours, twigs, feathers 
and conkers, bringing them back to Pre-School to use in 
our activities. We have also read and acted out our books 
of the week in the school’s pagoda 
We have taken the children on walks to the nature 
reserve, park, the shop and the church for Harvest 
Festival. Such experiences build on the children’s own 
knowledge, provide essential learning opportunities and 
encourage respect and understanding of nature and each 
other.

We always make sure that the children get the opportunity to do some 
cooking each term. This half term we have made Gruffalo crumble, using 
blackberries that we picked during our nature reserve visit, chocolate coated 
fruit skewers, fairy cakes, brownies and flapjacks- wow!. As well as 
introducing the children  to different tastes and textures,  the children get 
involved in the recipe process, weighing out ingredients, introducing math 
skills and an understanding of how things change their form when mixed 
together and cooked. We have lots of conversations about what will happen to 
the mixture and how it feels and smells . The children use their motor skills 
to stir the mixture, decant ingredients using spoons as well as discovering 
how to carefully break eggs!. By experiencing cooking first hand, they start 
to understand about healthy food choices and where our food comes from. 
It’s messy but rewarding fun.

We have been so excited to see the children embrace using ‘loose parts’ in their play. The versatility of these materials provides children with 
virtually endless ways to create. Access to a variety of these materials during play and exploration aids development in the following: problem 
solving, creativity,  hand-eye coordination, fine motor development, gross motor development, language and vocabulary development, mathematical 
thinking, scientific thinking, literacy, social/emotional development- the ultimate open-ended activity
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Show and Tell
Sound of the week :
We decide on the sound of the week based on 
identified needs of the children. Some sounds are 
trickier to master than others, so we try to pick sounds 
to assist with any difficulties which have been picked 
up by key persons. The emphasis is on the sound, not 
the letter, which is the building block for beginning to 
read. 

The sound of the week is ‘g’ 

Please can the children bring in an item or photo for show 
and tell that links with this sound.  We have a show and 
tell box near to the snack trays where the children should 
put their items.

Next terms sounds of the week are:
n, f, j, r, t, l

Our book of the week after half term is ‘Room on the Broom’ - look out for 
cauldrons, pumpkins and potions in Pre-School!

After half term

We are looking forward to seeing the results of the sponsored scavenger hunt! We will be 
talking to the children about where they found their items as well as looking at their patterns 
and textures. Any sponsorship money can be returned to Pre-School where it will be 
gratefully received ☺

Date for the diary:
Children in Need event 14th November. Dress up/ wear pyjamas. Cakes will be on sale, there 
will be a ‘duck race’ and Pudsey mask making

Number of the week:
Children can bring in items which match the number of the week (such as one 
domino, one pencil). We also want to encourage children to spot the number in 
their environment- this could be a door number, number plate or they may 
have counted this quantity of objects in a supermarket or their toy basket, you 
can bring in a photo of these observations, write it down or let a member of 
staff know,  we can then talk to the children about what they’ve seen . Staff will 
also be on the lookout for the number when they are out and about and will 
share this with the children during circle time

Number of the week is; ‘6’

A little reminder…………

Please can all children have wellies at Pre-School so that they can play 
outside when it’s muddy, and indoor shoes to prevent the floor inside getting 
messy. Coats are also an essential as we go outside in all weathers!

http://elrinciondesastre.blogspot.com/2013/11/quieres-saber-que-cortos-podrian-estar.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

