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Elsworth Pre-School Newsletter
week commencing 7th October

Into the Forest……….

Jacquie has just finished her first four days of Forest School Leader training. Whilst she still has a long way to go, she has come back full 
of enthusiasm and ready to embrace the theory and benefits of Forest School outdoor learning. As part of her qualification, she has to run 
a six week pilot school, in which she will be introducing the children to The Forest School principles and skills, and giving them wonderful 
opportunities to enhance their resilience, independence, social skills and physical development. Research supports being outdoors for 
improved wellbeing and mood- Jacquie certainly felt the benefits during her long weekend in the woods. 

If you have any questions or want to find out more about Forest School, please do not hesitate to contact Jacquie. 

Tel: 01954 268050
elsworthpreschool@hotmail.com 

We are always looking for exciting and different 
ways to encourage mark making. This week we used 
shaving foam, dotted with food colouring, sticks, 
conkers and fingers. We learnt about colour mixing 
whilst using the different tools to make lines, 
shapes, patterns and swirls in the foam.  The 
children decided that it looked like ice-cream, so we 
then extended the activity by introducing ice-cream 
cones and spoons.

We went for a lovely walk to the local shop on Friday to buy a few ingredients to make 
flapjacks. We looked at all the beautiful Autumnal leaves along the way, collecting a few more 
for our Autumn activities. 
The children practiced how to cross the road safely to get to the shop- they stopped, looked 
and listened before stepping out. When we were in the shop, we searched for butter, deciding 
where in the shop it could be. The children decided that it was cold so it must be in the 
fridge. We then decided to add chocolate chips to the flapjacks, we searched for them,  
finding them nestled amongst the flour and sugar. We tested our Maths skills by using our 
money to pay for our shopping, talking about pounds and pence and also what ‘change’ was. It 
was a really great trip out, made even better when we got back to Pre-School and made the 
flapjacks! 

We have been so amazed at how well the children have embraced loose parts play. We have seen their creativity, role play, socials skills and imaginations flourish through their 
exploration of these simple resources. This week we’ve had pirate ships, guinea-pig hutches and houses constructed from blocks, sponges and material. We’ve seen moving 
parts needing to be ‘oiled’, crow’s nests made as ‘high as the sky’, fires extinguished and people being saved.  Theses have been completely child-led activities demonstrating 
the importance of loose parts in a child’s holistic development.

http://elrinciondesastre.blogspot.com/2013/11/quieres-saber-que-cortos-podrian-estar.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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You are cordially invited to our parent/carer café

Thursday 17th October 
2-2:45 pm

Come and have a coffee or tea and a play with the children (or a chat to the grown ups!)
Everyone welcome even if it is not your child’s session.

The children will be making cakes and these will be available for a small donation towards 
resources at Pre-School

We very much look forward to seeing you there.

http://blog.dnevnik.hr/jeremija30/2013/03/1631524986/one-more-cup-of-coffee.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Show and Tell
Sound of the week :
We decide on the sound of the week based on identified 
needs of the children. Some sounds are trickier to master than 
others, so we try to pick sounds to assist with any difficulties 
which have been picked up by key persons. The emphasis is on 
the sound, not the letter, which is the building block for 
beginning to read. 

The sound of the week is ‘b’ 

Please can the children bring in an item or photo for show and 
tell that links with this sound.  We have a show and tell box 
near to the snack trays where the children should put their 
items.

Next terms sounds of the week are:
g, n

Our book of the week is ‘The stick man’. We will be acting out the story, making 
stick characters and really enjoying this great story.

We have started to display the children’s baby pictures, please, if you haven’t 
already, could you send a picture of your child as a baby so that we can add this 
to the display. The children really enjoy talking about these and discovering how 
much they have changed.

Next week…….

Number of the week:
Children can bring in items which match the number of the week (such as one domino, one pencil). We also want to encourage children to spot the number in 
their environment- this could be a door number, number plate or they may have counted this quantity of objects in a supermarket or their toy basket, you can 
bring in a photo of these observations, write it down or let a member of staff know,  we can then talk to the children about what they’ve seen . Staff will also be 
on the lookout for the number when they are out and about and will share this with the children during circle time

Number of the week is; ‘5’

Upcoming dates and activities;
Parent/carers café Thursday 17th October 2-2:45pm - everyone welcome

Half term dates 21st- 25th October

Sponsored nature scavenger hunt over half term- look out for instructions, paper bag and  
sponsorship forms in your child’s drawer.

Children in Need event 14th November. Dress up/ wear pyjamas. Cakes will be on sale, there 
will be a ‘duck race’ and Pudsey mask making.


